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Biographical

Born: Omaha, Nebraska • 1967
Baptized: St. Mark’s, Omaha • 1968
Conﬁrmed: Diocese of Texas, TEC • 1980
Married: St. Andrew’s Fort Worth, Texas • 1991
Spouse: Kathy Marie Warren • b. 1967
One child

REligiOuS AFFiliATiON

Ordained Deacon, Feast of St. Peter and Paul, 1996, by The Rt. Rev. Jack l. iker, iii Fort Worth
Ordained Priest, Feast of William laud, 1997, by The Rt. Rev. Jack l. iker, iii Fort Worth

EDuCATiON

Masters of Divinity, Trinity School for Ministry, May 1996
Bachelor of Arts, Texas A&M university, December 1990 • Major: Political Science; Minor: History
EMPlOyMENT

Dean
St. Vincent’s Cathedral and School • 1300 Forest Ridge, Bedford TX 76022
*Oversee all ministries of the Cathedral and School (2002-16)
*Manage staﬀ of 40 full and part-time employees
*Teach, preach, lead worship and provide pastoral care

2002-Present

Vicar
1998-2002
Ascension and St. Mark • 5094 uS Hwy, Bridgeport, TX 76426
*Developed programs for youth and adults
*led discipleship courses for youth and adults that have increased Sunday attendance from 33 in 1998 to
83 in 2000
*initiated expansion program to the parish hall and Christian education area
*led Diocesan Clergy Conference on “Natural Church Development” and conferences for three
congregations on “Ministry in Small Churches” and “Developing Healthy Congregations”

Curate
1996-1998
St. Vincent’s Cathedral • 1300 Forest Ridge, Bedford, TX
*Assisted in liturgy, preaching, and pastoral ministries.
*Served as Chaplain to St. Vincent’s School
*Facilitated little Rock Bible Study for 80 adults
*Taught youth and adult classes on discipleship, evangelism, apologetics and Christian theology

youth Minister
1991-1993
St. Andrew’s Church • 917 lamar St. Fort Worth TX 76102
*Developed a youth program that grew from 5 active teenagers to over 45 active teens in one year.
*led Christian Education program for youth and young adults
*Assisted with parish administration and group coordination

OTHER

Professional Experience
Member Society of the Holy Cross
Executive Committee, Anglican Church in North America
Member of Canons and Constitution Committee – Diocese of Fort Worth
Standing Committee President – Diocese of Fort Worth
Member of the Executive Committee for the Diocese of Fort Worth
Member of the Finance Committee for the Diocese of Fort Worth
Steering Committee Member – Anglican Communion Network
Deputy to general Convention
First Alternate Clergy Deputy to general Convention
Convenor, Commission on Ministry, Committee for lay Ministry
*wrote a Manual for licensed lay Ministry
*directed the development of A Handbook on lay Ministry
Member of the Diocesan Christian Education Committee
Chaplain, Daughters of the King
Chairman for the Bishop’s Armed Forces Committee

1999 - Present
2012-present
2014- present
2009 – 2014, 2002-2008
1999 – present
1999- 2004
2004-2006
2003, 2006
2000
1998-2000

Community Activities
Council Member – Forward in Faith NA
Board of Trustees, Member, American Anglican Council,
Board of Directors, lion’s Club, Decatur TX
Volunteer Chaplain, Decatur Community Hospital, Decatur TX
Member of the A&M Association of Former Students
Member of the Corps of Cadets, Texas A&M university, College Station, TX
Member of the Kingwood Volunteer Fire Department, Kingwood, TX
Miscellaneous
Trained infantry Oﬃcer, united States Army.
Trained Chaplain, united States Army.
Hobbies include hunting, ﬁshing, reading, sports, and writing.
EyC Diocesan President, 1986
Rector of Happening 35 for the Diocese of Texas

1998 - 2000
1997-1999
1997-2001
2008 - present
2009 - present
1999-2002
1998-2002
1986-1990
1986-1989

Wrien Rpons
Personal

1. Who is Jesus to you? Describe your walk with Him. Jesus is ﬁrst and foremost my lord and Savior. in
every aspect of my life, i attempt to follow in his footsteps. i was baptized at birth and raised in the Church.
At 8 years old in a Sunday school class, i invited Jesus into my heart. i received my call to the priesthood that
very day and knew my life was changed. Two years later, i publicly aﬃrmed my baptismal vows in the sacrament of conﬁrmation. As the Divine Transcendent King, i am accountable in my life, and each of my vocations, to Jesus and his will. As the incarnate Son of god, i am comforted and led by his friendship. i have
been blessed many times to have the lord speak clearly to me when it comes to ministry and calling. i pray
daily as a priest that he will speak through me to others as well.
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2. Describe your understanding of the oﬃce of Bishop, and how your life and witness have led you to consider
being a Bishop in the Church of God. in accordance with my ordination vows, i have committed myself to the
teaching of St. ignatius of Antioch who said, “Obey the bishop as you would Jesus Christ.” He also wrote,
“where the bishop is, there is the Church.” The bishop is the chief shepherd, the defender and guardian of the
faith, and the icon of Christ in a particular geographic area. i think it is a given that a bishop must be a
teacher, preacher, pastor, evangelist, administrator, and vision setter. The most important traits for a bishop
are holiness of life, compassion for the people of god, and a willingness to pray at all times for god’s people.
Over the last twenty years, i have been richly blessed to work alongside Bishop iker in many gatherings of the
Church for the defense of the “faith once delivered.”
My life has always been centered in the Church. My earliest memories are of Sunday school stories and
activities and of the Altar being decorated with ﬂowers for Easter. i have had the blessing of serving in youth
ministry as a young lay minister and now the blessing of serving the lord and His Church in Ordained Ministry for over 21 years. i had never considered being a bishop, until i was nominated for the Diocese of San
Joaquin. it was very energizing to share my vision with the people of that diocese, but it also became clear
that i was not called to be their bishop. i am willing to enter this discernment process with faith that god will
speak clearly to all of us as well. i have no doubt god will choose who He wants to lead us into the future.
3. Describe your relationship to your family (wife and children), and the impact they have been upon you and
your various ministries and responsibilities you have been involved with through the years. Are there any
reservations your family may have concerning you becoming the Bishop of Fort Worth? Are your wife and
children exercising an active faith? Kathy grew up in Hurst, Texas. She, along with her two sisters and parents, faithfully attended First Baptist Hurst. We met at Texas A&M and were married at St. Andrew’s Fort
Worth in September of 1991. Kathy has been the most important person in my life since that day, and i am
daily amazed by her incredibly giving and compassionate nature towards others. She has lived out her life in
the Church and has a deep trust in the lord. At my ordination, she made me her primary ministry. i have
been a much more eﬀective priest because of her ministry of support and love. We have seen our life together
as a team approach to ministry and any successes i may have had in ministry are largely due to her support
and participation. She has continued to have other ministries in the church, but her ﬁrst ministry has been to
me. She has been an important part of the priest wives group in the diocese and as a member of the Women’s
Fellowship at St. Vincent’s. She has helped out with youth events and many other parish events and activities.
She teaches full time in 2nd grade at international leadership of Texas Charter School.
Our daughter grace has grown up in the Church and attended the cathedral school until 6th grade. She
was baptized and conﬁrmed by Bishop iker and has exercised her own ministry as an acolyte and in youth
ministry. She is now committed to the ministry of Camp Crucis and recently attended a New Beginnings retreat. Through her school she has the opportunity to attend mission trips and weekly chapel.
i am not sure that any of the three of us have reservations about this discernment process, but i would
say there is a healthy fear and awe at the prospect that god might call us to this ministry. One of our concerns
is that the diocese remain united throughout this process. We have so many good relationships with people,
and we want to maintain those relationships, regardless of who god calls to this position.
4. Describe three individuals who have profoundly inﬂuenced your thinking, your theology, and your philosophy. The three people who have had the most inﬂuence on my thinking, theology, and philosophy are my
wife, Kathy, Dr Rodney Whitacre, and Bishop Jack iker.
Kathy has demonstrated self-sacriﬁce and compassion towards others throughout our married life. She
always goes the extra mile for others and models for me the kind of servant life that Jesus calls each of us to
have. She has a very traditional and orthodox faith but is always respectful of others even when there is disagreement. When it comes to tasks, she always gives 100%, never takes short cuts, and wants the best for
everyone involved. i think her inﬂuence on me has been tremendously positive especially when it comes to
engaging others and seeking the best for them.
The Rev. Dr. Rod Whitacre served as the professor of New Testament at Trinity School for Ministry. i
had the opportunity to work closely with Dr. Whitacre in classes, and one on one translation work of the letters of ignatius of Antioch, and in starting a chapter of the Episcopal Synod of America at Trinity School for
Ministry. Dr. Whitacre is a man with a brilliant mind who is still approachable and who is passionate about
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sharing Jesus Christ and the catholic faith with everyone he encounters. He is a man of strong orthodox faith
with a gentle and kind personality which i ﬁnd to be infectious. grounded in catholic faith and practice, Dr.
Whitacre had a profound impact on shaping both my theology and spirituality.
Serving under Bishop iker for the last 22 year has been an incredible blessing. i came into ordained ministry with a Christian world view but under his leadership, counsel, and guidance, he has helped form me in
my priesthood as a catholic Christian. His courage in defending the faith and his compassion towards others
has been a model for me to follow throughout my ministry. i have had the opportunity to watch him ﬁrst
hand as he has fought the good ﬁght even at great personal cost. He demonstrates the very model of what it
means to be a bishop in the Church of god.
There many others who have had an inﬂuence on me, and i am thankful to god for each of them.

5. Describe your Rule of Life. My rule of life consists of daily prayer, both the morning and evening oﬃces and
a personal intercessions list. i attend daily Mass four times a week. i attend Mass every Sunday, and we do
family seasonal devotions in our home. i also include in my rule daily Scripture study and the weekly teaching of Scriptures in the parish. i make regular confession with a confessor and visit monthly with a spiritual
director and advisor. i also attend an annual retreat and most years have participated in a pilgrimage to holy
sites. i also make an eﬀort to incorporate family time and recreation into my rule so as to keep my family a
priority.

eological

1. Please give us your interpretation of John 14:6. John 14:6 communicates both the uniqueness of Christ as
well as the promise we are given of eternal life. in the context of this verse, Jesus is speaking about the hope of
glory and his unique role in oﬀering that hope to those who would follow him. Our hearts need not fear because when he ascends to the Father, he will have prepared a place for us, so that where he is, we may be also.
Through his death and resurrection, a door has been opened to eternal life. Jesus, in his very person, is the
way in which we are allowed to receive this gift of eternal life. He is in fact the very source of that life. There is
no other name under heaven by which men may be saved (Acts 4:22). While i do not believe we can say that
everyone outside of the Church is going to Hell, i do think we can say that everyone who is grafted into the
Body of Christ through baptism and faith has a guarantee of eternal life.

2. Please elaborate your thoughts and beliefs concerning: the Incarnation; the Virgin Birth; the death of Jesus
and its eﬀects; the Resurrection; the Ascension; the Second Coming and Final Judgement; the Holy Spirit
(Sacraments; Gifts of the Holy Spirit) a. i believe the Word became ﬂesh and dwelt among us. The incarnation is one of the central doctrines of the Christian faith because our faith hinges on the person and nature of
Jesus Christ. i believe Jesus was conceived of the Holy Spirit.
b. Central to the Doctrine of the incarnation is the Virgin Birth. The Virgin Birth, Jesus taking on our humanity, is an absolute necessary doctrine in order for god to begin fulﬁlling Salvation History. i believe Jesus
was born of the Virgin Mary.
c. Jesus died on the cross for our sins. His death on the cross is a historical event that was both a victory over
sin, Satan, and death, as well as an atoning sacriﬁce for the sins of the whole world. i believe the cross of
Christ stands at the center of all human history and through the cross we can see the Tree of life, both in the
garden of Eden and on the banks of the river ﬂowing out of the New Jerusalem. i believe Jesus was cruciﬁed under Pontus Pilate.
d. Along with the cross, the empty tomb is the foundation of the Christian faith and is what holds together the
whole belief structure of Christianity. if Christ is not raised from the Dead, we are still dead in our sins (1
Cor. 15). Jesus rose from the dead as the ﬁrst fruits of the resurrection so that we too may have both the
hope of resurrection to eternal life and the hope of glory as adopted sons and daughters of god and heirs of
god with Christ (gal. 4). For if Jesus did not rise from the dead, we are just wasting our time, and there is no
hope for us. i believe that on the third day, Jesus rose again from the dead.
e. Jesus promised us that he was going to prepare a place for us (John 14). With his ascension, Jesus has
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opened the way to eternal life. He intercedes to the Father on our behalf. He has brought human nature into
the very heart of the god-head. As Jesus tells us in John’s gospel, it was necessary that he ascend to the Father, so that the Holy Spirit could descend upon his followers. i believe that Jesus ascended into heaven.
f. This age is ﬁnite and will have an end when Jesus returns to make all things new. This truth should motivate followers of Jesus to make the great Commission our priority. Furthermore, while no one knows the
day and time, we should anticipate with joy the return of Jesus as he comes to complete the work of our salvation. i believe that Jesus Christ will come again to judge both the living and the dead.
g. Through faith and baptism, the Holy Spirit indwells the follower of Christ so that he or she is grafted into
the Body of Christ. The Holy Spirit gives his gifts to the Church so that we may be about the work of the
Kingdom. The spiritual gifts are a necessary part of the ministry of the Church, as it engages the world
around it. The fruits of the Spirit are how we are to be shaped and molded into the image of Christ as we
follow Him. The Sacraments given to the Church are dependent upon the work of the Holy Spirit, so that
we have a sure and certain means of experiencing god’s grace and encountering our lord Jesus Christ. i believe in the Holy Spirit, the lord and giver of life.

3. Describe the relationship of Tradition and Scripture. Scripture is the divinely inspired Word of god, authoritative for the believer and the Church as a whole. in it, we encounter our lord Jesus Christ and ﬁnd all things
necessary for salvation (Article 6). Scripture shares a close connection and communication with the Tradition
of the Church. in our day and age, Tradition can help us understand the Scriptures in their context and how
they have been understood universally by the Church. Oral Tradition, in the form of Apostolic Teaching, was
the source for the books of the New Testament as well as part of the “the ruler” by which the Church decided
what books would be included. From 367 to 397, the exact list of New Testament books were repeatedly conﬁrmed by the Church. The whole process of Canonizing the New Testament was inspired and guided by the
Holy Spirit.
4. Describe your understanding of the phrase in the Nicene Creed which states, “We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic Church.” The Creed gives 4 “marks” of the Church.
a. The Church is one because all members of her are the one Body of Christ. We are called to a common
unity with fellow brothers and sister in Christ and our unity is a testimony to the truth that the Father has
sent the Son into the world (John 17).
b. The Church is holy because god has “set apart” his people for the work of his Kingdom. He has ﬁlled his
Church with the Holy Spirit so that we may both accomplish this work and grow in holiness of life to his
praise and glory.
c. The Church is catholic because it holds and maintains the universal faith once delivered to the saints.
d. The Church is apostolic because it holds, in an uninterrupted union, the same faith and practice of the
Apostles. it is ordered by the Apostles and their successors. Finally, an apostle is simply one who is sent;
therefore, the Church is sent by god into the world to share the good News of Jesus Christ in word and
deed. (Matt. 28)

5. Describe your stance on the following issues, and your reasoning: a. Ordination of women to the priesthood
and diaconate; b. Marriage; c. Human Sexuality; d. Right-to-Life issues (abortion, end-of-life issues). On each
of the four issues i hold the orthodox position and do not believe any of these issues are up for a vote.
a. i am opposed to the ordination of women in any of the three-fold holy orders. i believe in the Divine order
that god has set forth when it comes to spiritual headship. St. Paul points out that this divine order in the
family is actually a reﬂection of Christ and His Church (Eph. 5). i also believe that the sacrament of Holy
Communion is to be a sure and certain sign of god’s grace at work, and to introduce any level of doubt as to
the validity of the sacrament is supremely unfair to the people of god.
Three additional thoughts. First, at the national level, both in TEC and the ACNA, i have had to work
with women who believe they are ordained to the priesthood and have made friends with a number of
these sisters in Christ. i have always tried to be respectful and to treat everyone with charity even when we
disagree, but i will not violate my conscience on this issue, especially when it comes to the Sacrament. Second, i believe the destruction of the monastic life, following the reformation in Anglicanism, has done a
huge disservice to many women who have felt called by god but may actually have been called to the reliReed

gious life. Third, many of our evangelical friends do not have an objection to women’s ordination, because
they don’t actually believe in Holy Orders. They see ordination as merely a commissioning to ministry. One
of the gifts that we as a diocese have to bring to the ACNA, and the Anglican Communion as whole, is a
much more robust ecclesiology and understanding of Holy Orders.
b. Marriage, or Holy Matrimony, as outlined in Holy Scripture (gen 1) and aﬃrmed by our lord Himself
(Matt. 19) is a life-long covenant relationship between one man and one woman. We can and should have a
pastoral response to those who have been through broken relationships and those with alternative views of
sexuality, because god’s mercy, forgiveness, and grace are extended to all. However, our standard for marriage remains god’s ideal for us and has always been the best environment to raise children and to hold
communities together.
i believe the Church needs to be doing more to strengthen families by supporting husbands and wives in
their vocations. Strong Christian marriage is the best witness of god’s ideal for us as human beings to a broken and hurting world.
c. Human sexuality, like any other human trait, is subject to the Fall. Because of this reality, there is a tremendous amount of brokenness when it comes to sexuality. The Church needs to continue to hold before this
culture god’s ideal for us as humans and the incredible beneﬁts and blessings that come with obedience to
that ideal. But we must do this pastorally and lovingly. Condemning people will turn them away from the
gospel, before they ever have a chance to hear it.
d. The sanctity of human life from womb to tomb is a non-negotiable for me. i was born to a single teenage
mom who put me up for adoption in 1967. i often wonder if my life would have been forfeited if it had been
7 years later. The Church must teach, promote, and work for the sanctity of human life, as well as, redemption and forgiveness for all involved.

6. The Diocese of Fort Worth is often described as Anglo Catholic. What does this mean to you, and what are
your thoughts? What are your thoughts about other expressions of traditional, biblically orthodox Anglicanism? i grew up in both Anglo-Catholic and Evangelical parishes and was part of the renewal movement
(Happening) as a teenager. When i read about the Oxford Movement, the Caroline Divines, and even ancient
English Christians like St. Hilda and St. Cuthbert, i believe what is commonly called “Anglo Catholic” is a
foundational expression of what we consider Anglicanism today. in recent years, i have moved away from
using the word “Anglo” as a qualiﬁer, because i have encountered catholic Anglicans in latin and South
America, Africa, and Southeast Asia.
So i am a catholic Anglican who seeks to live out my Christian life in the power of god’s Spirit. i also recognize that i cannot truly be catholic unless i am doing the work of evangelism. in the end, while i would describe myself as catholic, i have an appreciation and understanding of other expressions of biblical
Anglicanism and have many friends who hold those theological positions.

7. By way of churchmanship, where on the spectrum do you feel most comfortable? How well do you function
outside of your liturgical preference? a. What Prayer Books, in your opinion, should be authorized for worship in our Diocese? in my work nationally and internationally i have worked and worshipped with people
in all three “streams” of Anglicanism, as well as, many Ecumenical contexts. i think for the sake of the gospel,
we need to be willing to partner with anyone who calls upon the name of the lord Jesus. i do believe catholic
Anglicans have a great deal to contribute to Anglicanism and to Christianity as a whole, because there is such
a fullness of the catholic faith found within our tradition. But i must say, i believe ﬁghting over churchmanship is a huge waste of resources and time and probably grieves are lord’s heart, while there are so many
people in our world who do not know His transforming love.
a. Canon 2 of our Province states:
Of the Standard Book of Common Prayer
Section 1 - 6 “The Book of Common Prayer as set forth by the Church of England in 1662, together
with the Ordinal attached to the same, are received as a standard for Anglican doctrine and discipline, and, with the Books which preceded it, as the standard for the Anglican tradition of worship. The Book of Common Prayer of the Province shall be the one adopted by the Anglican
Church in North America. All authorized Books of Common Prayer of the originating jurisdictions shall be permitted for use in this Church.“
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Leadership

1. Describe your leadership style. Having been trained as an infantry oﬃcer, i do not mind making decisions
and dealing with the consequences of those decisions. i do try to examine as much information as possible before having to make a decision. However, having worked in volunteer organizations for more than 25 years, i
have learned the importance of building as much consensus as possible. i delegate when possible and encourage others to take risks when it is the right thing to do. in our day and age, i think leadership needs to be
shared and also needs a healthy balance between maintenance minded ministry and mission-minded ministry. We need to be good stewards of what god has entrusted to us while at the same time approaching
church planting, evangelism, and outreach with an entrepreneurial spirit.
2. The mission of the Diocese of Fort Worth is “To Equip the Saints for the Work of Ministry.” How would
your leadership further this vision? i have embraced the mission of the Diocese since it was ﬁrst cast. i think
the bishop’s job is to pastor, mentor, and support the clergy, so they can be freed and empowered to be about
the work of ministry and of creating disciple making communities. if the clergy are empowered to equip the
saints for ministry, the Church will be built up both in quality and quantity, as long as we are proclaiming
and living out the gospel.

3. Describe your plans for clergy development, and for that of the laity. i believe continuing education, both
corporate and individual, is a necessity for clergy. i also believe clergy should make it part of their rule of life
to schedule weekly rest and recreation and to make family a priority. i think clergy wellness and development
go hand in hand. like in #2 above, if the clergy are both freed and empowered to do the work of ministry, the
depth of lay discipleship will increase. This has been my experience under the leadership of our current
Bishop. i would also like to continue regular clergy days for training, education, and both theological and
pastoral insight. i think regular deanery presentations on various aspects of the faith could further foster the
depth of our lay leadership. i am willing to explore anything that will help revitalize our existing congregations and move us towards planting new ones.
4. We have several Hispanic and African congregations in this Diocese. Do you have experience ministering
with ethnically diverse communities? How might you lead our ethnically diverse diocese? With the help of
Fr. Sergio Diaz, i started a Spanish service at Ascension and St. Mark’s, Wise County in 1999. i attended a
Spanish immersion course to give me some tools to succeed in this endeavor. if i were called to be bishop, i
would work immediately at improving my Spanish abilities, because i believe our future bishops are going to
have to be bilingual. While at St. Vincent’s, we began an African fellowship. They met separately for about 5
years and then were merged into the existing congregation at St. Vincent’s. Whether as bishop or not, i would
like to participate in helping our diocese think and plan strategically about church planting with an emphasis
in both next generation ministry and multiethnic ministry, as we move forward together.

Evangelism/Stewardship/Church growth and planting

1. How do you personally evangelize? When given the opportunity, i love to tell people about Jesus and what
He has done for me personally. i freely do this in group settings, but it is more eﬀective in a one on one setting. Sometimes, through my own personal testimony, i am then given the chance to share about who Jesus is
and what he has done for all of us. i believe the gospel must be shared in both word and deed. Sometimes
acts of love, generosity, and service open the door to speak about Jesus.

2. We are living in a post-modern, post-truth, and post-Christian culture. How would you lead and assist your
clergy and churches to minister to the various communities in new and imaginative ways? Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews) and the good News of the gospel is the death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ for our salvation. That good News has been good in every time, place, and people group for
the last 2000 years. However, the way the message of the unchanging gospel is communicated can be contexReed

tualized for a particular people or community. We need trained and empowered evangelists, both clergy and
lay, who can speak the gospel in a way that is understood by a particular generation or community. i think
this ties back to the immediate need for a strategy to deal with both multiethnic and multigenerational church
planting and ministry.

3. Please brieﬂy describe your beliefs and practices of Christian Stewardship. The tithe is the minimum standard of Christian giving. Since my curacy, Kathy and i have tithed to the church and given above our tithe to
other Christian organizations. i have taught and preached on the tithe of time, talent, and treasure for years at
St. Vincent’s. if every Christian household would strive to reach a tithe of their income, we could easily reach
our goal of the parish tithing to the diocese and the diocese tithing to the province.

4. What would your approach be in creating a diocesan-wide culture of evangelism, church growth, and church
planting? We need to teach across the board our call to be obedient to the great Commission. We need our
clergy, myself included, modeling evangelism and discipleship on an individual level. Finally, as mentioned
before, we need to develop and embrace a strategy that makes evangelism, revitalization, and church planting
a priority.
5. Describe your approach to technology and social media. We use many forms of technology for communicating ministry opportunities and upcoming events at St. Vincent’s. i delegate this work to our staﬀ, but i am a
big believer in using social media as a tool for communication, discipleship, and evangelism. Having eﬀective
communication that meets the needs of each of the current generations is vital for the health of the church.

Pastoral

1. How do you foster clergy wellness? From my own experience, i know the importance of clergy wellness. i
would encourage every priest and deacon to have a rule of life that not only includes, regular worship,
prayer, fasting, confession and study, but also regular rest and recreation. Married clergy need to schedule
children and wives into their weekly lives, because keeping the clergy family strong is essential to successful
ministry. i also believe that regular counseling for clergy and pastoral counsel with their bishop will encourage clergy health. Regular spiritual retreats for clergy are also helpful in allowing them to recharge and reengage in ministry. Having regular intercessory prayer warriors is a must for anyone engaged in leadership in
the Church.

2. When clergy or lay become burned out, how would/do you minister to them, and bring them back into the
full life of the church? Part of my answer to this question may be outlined above because our hope is that
with a healthy rule of life, clergy can avoid burn out. When there are symptoms of burn out, clergy need the
support, prayers, and love of their bishop. They may also need counseling, rest, and a time of retreat and
recreation. There may be times, in consultation with the bishop, when congregations may need to provide
some time and space to allow for healing and refreshment of clergy. i think a clergy sabbatical policy could be
created across the diocese that would help us keep clergy health and development a priority. Ensuring that
clergy handle the stress and disappointments that sometimes come with ministry in the Church in a healthy
way must be a priority of the bishop. Because clergy sometimes feel lonely and isolated, i think more regular
clergy fellowship is necessary for us a diocese.

3. What does it mean to be the “Chief Pastor of the Diocese”? in a very real sense, the bishop must reﬂect Jesus
to the people of the diocese and to our communities outside the church. The bishop as the shepherd of god’s
people is an icon of the good Shepherd (John 11). There must be a genuine love and concern for the people of
god that ﬂows out of the ministry of the bishop, as well as, unfailing commitment to pray for god’s people on
a daily basis. i think many of my answers preceding this question address it as well. But most important, i
think the clergy of the diocese must believe and see that the bishop has their back so they can be unleashed to
serve the people of god trusting in the power of the Holy Spirit to transform lives.
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General

1. If you are selected to be a semi-ﬁnalist in this process, a background check will be required of you. Is there
anything you would like for us to be aware of? No.

2. Is there any question we did not ask, that you wish would have been asked? If so, what would that be, and
what are your thoughts? Questions that could be asked: What are the challenges that you see for our Diocese?
As best as i can tell there are four known challenges before us. The ﬁrst challenge we face is a shrinking
Christian demographic both in our culture and across our diocese. Second, the splintering of the Anglican
Communion, and the challenges within the Anglican Church of North America, will also have to be navigated
in the coming years. The TEC lawsuit, now approaching 10 years in the making, is the third major challenge
we face. And ﬁnally, we have to ﬁnd ways to share our Christian faith with a society that is becoming rapidly
hostile and intolerant of Christianity.
Obviously the solutions to each of these challenges will be diﬀerent and will require us to remain united
together as a family. i think it will be incumbent upon the bishop to set a vision for the Diocese that can both
elevate us above these challenges, while helping us to navigate through them. i believe we will need a vision
that captures our imagination and empowers both clergy and laity to do the work of ministry, that makes
church planting a priority especially in a multicultural and multigenerational context, and that allows us to
hold on to the truth of the catholic faith while being charitable and generous to all. i think a vision that makes
these values a priority will help our congregations share the transforming love of Jesus Christ with all who
are willing to receive it.
There will be unforeseen challenges as well, but we can face these together by holding fast to the truth of
the gospel and keeping our lives focused on Jesus.
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