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Camp Crucis Report  

To the 39th Annual Convention  
 
 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, it is a blessing to once again be writing to you about the ministry of 
Camp Crucis. For nearly 75 years, Camp Crucis has been an integral part in the faith formation and 
spiritual renewal for so many people of all walks. 
 
When 2021 started, we were faced with unsurety of how the pandemic would affect Camp Crucis 
moving forward. Things were still up in the air and it seemed as though 2021 would be a repeat of 
2020. The only thing we could do was maintain faith that God’s plan was at work and that would allow 
us to approach the issues head on. The first quarter was very slow and the revenue was not coming in 
like in years past. With the lack of business, this allowed us to address some of the facility issues that 
we would normally have difficulty addressing while people were at the camp. Slowly but surely, a few 
of the retreats that we normally would host started coming back.  We were able to make it to May and 
things started to get back to normal.  
 
Our most important mission for Camp Crucis has always been and will always be summer camp.  So 
many young people find their connection to Christ out here during summer camp. This year, again 
walking in faith, we started planning summer camp in the early spring with the intent we would start the 
sessions the last week of June.  In keeping the faith and through hard work, our efforts came to fruition 
and we did indeed start summer camp. After the cancellation of last years camp sessions, what a 
blessing it was to actually be able to see the kids come back out and we easily exceeded my 
expectations of how many would attend. 
 
One of the things that became very obvious is the pandemic has been very hard on these kids.  Having 
gone through the social distancing, remote learning and virtual church, the kids have clearly been 
affected.  They are social by nature and the byproduct of all of this is we saw a much higher incident of 
depression amongst them.  The good news is the kids had a great time at camp this year and hopefully 
was a springboard for them to get back to some sort of normalcy heading into the fall. Some of the 
feedback I have received is it was one of the best summers ever.  The summer staff were excellent and 
are really what made this summer great for these kids.  I cannot express my gratitude enough to them 
for the job they did and the commitment they had to all of the youth. 
 
Coming out of summer camp, things really did get back to normal.  We had one of the busiest August, 
September and October schedules for retreats in the 8 years I have been out here.  A good sign of things 
to come for 2022. 
 
Moving forward with the ministry of Camp Crucis, we will be putting together a strategic plan for the 
future of the camp and how it compliments the Strategic Plan for the diocese.  The time has come to 
invest in the future of Camp Crucis as it pertains to the 4 pillars of the diocesan plan.  Camp Crucis is 
literally a part of each of those pillars and investment in the camp will allow us to further support the 
overall plan.  Work has already started on developing the strategic plan for Camp Crucis and I look 
forward to being able to share with everyone when it is complete. 
 



Camp Crucis has been important to so many people for so long, both within our diocese as well as 
outside our diocese.  Next year is our 75th anniversary and what a better way to celebrate that than by 
investing in the camp so that we can assist in people’s walk with Christ for another 75 years!  
 
 
For 8 years, it has been both an honor and a blessing to be leading this important ministry! 
 

 
    Faithfully in Christ, 

 

 
 
Philip Craig 
Executive Director of Camp Crucis 
 
 


