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With the conclusion of  the property suit brought against the Diocese in 2009 and final settlement 
proceedings in progress, an archive of  documents is being gathered for future reference, either for 
scholarly work or for legal reference. As well as court records, the archive includes media reports 
published throughout the 12-year history of  the litigation, both locally and nationally.  
 
A copy of  Bishop Garrett’s Journal, originally published under the auspices of  the Episcopal Diocese 
of  Dallas in 1987, has been added to the diocesan archive. This is a unique resource documenting 
the earliest history of  many of  our parishes. Bishop Garrett kept detailed records of  baptisms, 
confirmations, marriages, etc., and included many colorful details about his horse-and-buggy travels 
around primitive North Texas in every kind of  weather. 
 
Due to the Coronavirus pandemic in 2020, the November Convention was held via Zoom video 
links rather than as a traditional gathering. If  significant technological leaps seem incongruous for a 
traditional Anglican diocese, please note that page 94 of  Bishop Garrett’s journal records a 
telephone call he made to minister to a suffering parishioner – on Oct. 14, 1884. (Alexander Graham 
Bell patented the telephone in 1876.) 
 
It was suggested during the 2020 Convention that any materials previously developed by parish 
building committees might be archived with the Diocese to avoid “reinventing the wheel.” As an 
alternative to transferring such materials from parish archives, please simply let me know where such 
records can be found and shared. 
 
The unexpected death of  Canon Jay Atwood this year has taken from us not only a faithful and 
energetic priest, family man, and community member, but a wealth of  memory. A servant in holy 
orders for nearly 30 years, he assisted with clergy events, diocesan Conventions, General 
Conventions, and other national gatherings. He served as a parish priest, Dean, a chaplain, 
negotiator, and Canon to the Ordinary, representing the Diocese dutifully and joyfully in each 
capacity. He knew who had done what, when, and why – the personalities, the traditions, and the 
reasons-things-turned-out-as-they-did. This is but one cause to mourn his passing, but it is not a 
trifling one. If  you, too, know a history worth telling, please record it today, for tomorrow is not 
promised. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

Suzanne Gill 
Diocesan Historiographer 

 


