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For immediate release:

U.S. Supreme Court upholds Texas ruling on Diocese, Corporation
It is with great joy and thanksgiving to God that we receive news today that the United States Supreme
Court (SCOTUS) has let stand the unanimous May 2020 ruling of the Texas Supreme Court (TXSC),
which found in favor of the Diocese and diocesan Corporation.
Responding to two Petitions and replies, SCOTUS denied the requests of The Episcopal Church and All
Saints Episcopal Church in Fort Worth for a review of the May 2020 opinion. That opinion upheld state
trust law and statutes governing unincorporated associations, aﬃrming ownership of properties
throughout the Diocese is governed by our Constitution and Canons and administered by the diocesan
Corporation.
For all practical purposes this ends the appeals process that began in 2015 following the Second Summary Judgement of the trial court in Fort Worth. Shortly the trial court will move forward to enforce
the ruling and consider related matters severed from the original suit filed against the Diocese in April
2009.
“Today’s decision marks a turning point for us as a Diocese,” said Bishop Ryan Reed. “After directing
so many resources to this dispute, we can now put our entire focus on Gospel ministry and Kingdom
work. We are nearing completion on a strategic plan that will keep us focused on sharing the transforming love of Jesus Christ and our mission to equip the saints for the work of ministry.”
We are grateful for the thousands of prayers said over these 12 years, for the faithful leadership of
Bishop Jack Iker, the excellent work of our legal team, the solid foundation laid for our Diocese nearly
40 years ago, and most of all for God’s gracious provision with the guidance and power of the Holy
Spirit.
The Episcopal Diocese of Fort Worth is a constituent member of the Anglican Communion with 55 congregations located in
Fort Worth, Dallas, Austin, Midland, Wichita Falls and other locations in Texas and Louisiana. It was founded in 1982.
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