Advent/Christmas 2009

“Standing Firm in the Faith”

Five new congregations
added at 27th annual convention
The re c e p t i on of five new con g re g a t i ons set the
t one for the 27th annual meeting of the diocesan
convention, held Nov. 6 & 7 at St. Peter & St.
Paul Church in Arlington.
Afterw a rd , Bishop Iker noted, “After 35 years of
o rdained ministry, having attended annual conventions year after year, both here and in two other dioceses, seldom can they be described as joyful
or delightful! Too often they are con t e n t i o u s , b o ri n g, and frustra t i n g. But let the re c o rd show that
this one was indeed ve ry diffe rent! It was a gre a t
experience, and I think that everyone who attended will agree.”
Saturd ay’s business meeting was marked by frequent applause and much good humor, but it was
j oy that filled the hearts of the assembled delegates and
clergy as
each of the
new churches came into
fell ow s h i p
with the
diocese.

Fr. William Cra ry (back ro w ) , the ch a i rman of the diocesan mission committe e, l o oks on as Fr. C h ri s t o p h er Culpepper and the
people of Christ the Redeemer, Fort Wo rt h , are re c e ived with a
s tanding ovation from the conve n t i o n . The new mission ch u rch
meets at the Lockheed Martin Recreational Fac i l i ty.

One of the
new churches – Christ
the Redeemer in
Fo rt Wo rt h
– is hom e grow n ; the
rest are es-

tablished con g re g a t i ons joining the Diocese of
Fo rt Wo rth from other jurisdictions. (For more,
see the Canon’s Corner on page 6.) The convention also
welcomed
11 new
clergy
who have
been licensed by
Bishop
Iker in
the past
year.
Our ecu- The banner for St. G a b ri el’s An g l i can Church
in Spri n gd a l e, Ark . , passes the sta f f ta ble as
menical
members of the congregation process to the
podium with their rector, Fr. J ohn Slavin.
ties were
s t re n g t hened as the conve n t i on welcomed two distinguished
visitors: A rchbishop Dmitri of the Orthodox
C h u rch in Am e ri ca, and Fr. James Hart, who read
a letter on behalf of Bishop Kevin Vann, of the local Roman Catholic diocese. Dean Robert Munday of Nashotah House Seminary was guest
preacher at Fri d ay’s Eucharist.
Convention business ran smoothly, with the approval of a balanced budget of $1.98 mill i on for
2010 and the election of Dean Ryan Reed and Julia Smead to the Standing Com m i t t e e .
For photos, m o re inform a t i on about the business
meeting, and profiles of each of our five new congre g a t i on s , see the diocesan Web site at
www.fwepiscopal.org.

From the Bishop

D i s c e rning the will of God
by the Rt. Rev. Jack L. Iker, Bishop of Fort Worth

Seve ral weeks ago I was asked to address a group
of priests on re t reat about discerning God’s guidance for my leadership of the diocese “amid pre sent ecclesial uph e a v a l s . ” I began by saying that, in
sharing my own thoughts and experiences of spiritual discernment as a bishop, I was sure they
would find it very mu ch like their ow n , for there
a re com m on threads in the discernment that we
all will recognize.
So, first a definition of what we are talking about:
“Spiritual discernment is a praye rf u l , i n f o rm e d , and
i n t e n t i onal effort to distinguish God’s voice from
other voices that influence us.” * It is the quest to
d i s c over God’s will for us, so that we may live
the words we pray, “Thy will be don e, on
earth as it is in heaven.” So discernment means seeking God’s will and
doing God’s will, both individually
and corporately.
And of course the foundation for
this is abiding in Jesus, by the gift of
His indwelling Spirit. Jesus said: “I
am the vine, you are the branches …
apart from me you can do nothing. ” ( John
15:5) The promised gift of the Holy Spirit lies at
the center of all discernment, for he is our advocate
and guide, who is to lead us into all truth. He reveals to us the mind of Christ. He gives us insight
and inspira t i on that we may know and do the will
of the Father.
Our voca t i on as Christians is one of on - going
spiritual discernment. It is a way of life – not just
something we are to do in a time of crisis or when
*Grounded in God: Listening He a rts Discernment for
Group Del i b erations, published in 1996 by Morehouse
Pu b l i s h i n g, is a very helpful re s o u rc e, and I have borrowed libera lly from it.
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a re a lly big decision has to be made. It is a daily
habit, a daily discipline of listening for a word
f rom the Lo rd .
For me the beginning point for discernment is
faithfulness to the re c i t a t i on of the Daily Offices.
In Daily Morning and Evening Prayer, we are
rooted and grounded in the Holy Scriptures and
in the experience of prayer that shapes and guides
us. I have been struck by the number of times
when there was some decision or choice to be
made in my own life and a verse from the Script u re reading appointed for that day spoke dire c t ly
to the situation. So daily Scri p t u re and prayer is
the starting point for all discernment.
A second essential discipline is silence and listening. We need to become still within, in order to hear
that “still, s m a ll voice of God.”
In classical spirituality, d i s c e rnment means distinguishing God’s
Spirit from other spirits – God’s
voice from other voices. This will
not happen without regular times of
s t i lln ess and quiet listening. In some situations, this discipline will need to be augmented by
fasting and other forms of self-denial, and perhaps
making a sacramental con fe s s i on to a priest.
Discernment also re q u i res that we listen to others,
that we consult with others and benefit from their
perspective and insights. This may come in the
form of formal Spiritual Dire c t i on or by sharing
concerns with a priest or trusted friend who takes
the spiritual life seriously. One’s own husband or
wife can be invaluable in times of discernment. In
matters of corporate discernment especially, it is
crucial to listen to the voices of others – to those
who might disagree with you or have a ve ry dif-

fe rent perspective from yo u . It re q u i res a will i n gness to let go of pre c on c e i ved ideas or opinion s
and to be open to new possibilities which may not
have occurred to you before . God speaks to other
p e o p l e, not just us, and sometimes He speaks to
us through them. D i s c e rnment is not an exe rc i s e
in persuading others to come around to my point
of view. It re q u i res the humble admission that I
m ay be wron g. It is a conscious attempt to hear
and wait for God’s guidance. It cannot be rushed
or forced – it takes time, w h i ch will som e t i m e s
feel like delays. D i s c e rnment may lead to the concl u s i on that now is not the time to decide. The
need for patience and a willingness to accept
God’s timing must never be forgo t t e n . And in the
end, the question is not, “Is this what we want to
do?” but “Is this what God wants us to do?”
There is no sure formula for discerning the mind
of God in some situation s . A sound, rational
analysis based on the best available information is
crucial. Facts, figures, and objective truths are essential in making re s p onsible decisions – but other
factors come into play, such as our fe a r s , our lack
of faith, or our insistence on being right and having things go our way. But spiritual discernment
goes beyond analysis, discussion, and ra t i on a l
thought. Bishop Terw i lliger used to call discernment “a holy hunch.” It involves our senses and
feelings, our imagination and intuition , and in
some ways it is alw ays a spiritual mystery and a
gift of the Spirit.
Four brief final con cluding observations:
First: Discernment is a pursuit of Truth.
Our goal is to be of one mind, united in the
Truth.
Se c on d : A good sign that we have corre c t ly discerned God’s will for us in any given situation is
that we will have a deep sense of God’s peace and
j oy in our hearts. We will be at peace with having
chosen rightly, and there will be a sense of re l i e f
for having made the right decision. H ow ever, this
is not alw ays the case. Sometimes, to the contrary, having discerned and chosen the go dly path,
we will have a sense of sacrifice and even pain. It
was so with Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane,

w h e re he agon i z i n g ly spent the night in prayer,
sweating drops of blood: “Let this cup pass from
me! Nevertheless, not my will
but Thine be don e ! ” Som etimes the path of discernment becom e s
for us the way of
the cro s s , and
there is a degree
of suffering, sacrifice and self-denial. Som e t i m e s
right choices lead
to loss, at least in
temporal terms.
Third: When we discern wron g ly and take
the wrong path, having fully
thought we were doing the right
thing as we understood it, it is not the end of the
world. We have the fre e d om to fail, and with
God’s gra c e, it can be redeemed and we can start
anew. Nothing is beyond God’s mercy and gra c e,
and by trusting in His goodness and love, our
wrong choices can be put right and transformed.
Fourth: Sometimes there is no strict right or
wrong choice to be made, but a decision must be
made non e t h e l e s s , and at least on a couple of occasions I have sensed God saying to me: “You decide! The choice is yours! I will bless you and be
with yo u , whatever path you choose.”
May God bless and guide us as we discern his
will, for our own lives and for this diocese. Let
St. Pa u l’s words to the Romans be our model:
“Do not be con f o rmed to this world, but be transformed by the re n ewal of your mind, that you may
prove what is the will of God, what is good and
acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:2)
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Around the Diocese
Something new for your e-mailbox
In Lent 2010, the diocese will launch an elect ronic version of the Forward in Mission , which
w i ll be e-mailed in the “between-times” when a
paper issue is not published. Our paper issues will
not be discon t i n u e d . Rather, the e-Forward will
offer extra announcements and fe a t u re stories
about people and events in the diocese.
This is the season of “making a list,” and we
w i ll begin right away to develop our data base. If
you would like to re c e i ve the e-Forw a rd when it
debuts in 2010, please send a message from your
p re fe r red e-mail account to
forward@fwepiscopal.org
If more than one member of your household
would like to re c e i ve the electronic newsletter,
simply send an e-mail message from each account.

Church administra t o r s ’ workshop
All ch u rch tre a s u re r s , finance officers, and administrators are encouraged to save the date of
Saturd ay, Fe b. 13, for a workshop cove ring the essentials of administration, including paro chial reports, risk management, and re t i rement pro g rams
and mu ch more.

D au g h ters of the King retreat scheduled
The diocesan Daughters of the King are inv i ted to attend the order’s annual Lenten re t reat at
Camp Crucis, Friday through Su n d ay, Fe b. 26 –
28. This year’s theme will be “Bringing Power and

All Saints, Weatherford
is looking for a part-time

Provide EYC meetings, plan events, get
to know the kids, invest in their spiritual well-being, pray for them, lead retreats, participate in diocesan eve n t s .
Please contact Fr. Scott Wilson
817-596-8734
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Purpose to Your Prayers.” Julie Cosgrove will be
the re t reat leader.

Jac k s b o ro church to build new parish hall
The members of St. T h omas the Ap o s t l e
C h u rch in Jacksboro have completed the first
phase of a re n ov a t i on project by tearing dow n
their old parish hall. The building stood between
the pre t ty little chapel and Belknap
St re e t , blocking its view for wouldbe ch u rchgoers passing by on the
main road. Built in seve ral phases
between the 1930s and the 1950s,
the old parish hall was very large,
with two full kitchens and two full
living quarters. Ac c o rding to senior
w a rden Jean Henderson , “Although
we had mu ch history in that building, we could no
longer maintain it. With the high cost of insura n c e, we determined the best course was to demolish it and add a small parish hall to the chapel
building.”
The old building was lovingly taken apart, and
many materials were donated to other projects
a round tow n . Then cannas, tiger lilies and morning glories began to grow in the ground that had
been cove red by the building. We re they plants
that survived dormancy for over 50 years? Church
members are n’t sure, but they are grateful for the
God-given start to their landscaping efforts.
In a final push to clear the land, the con g re g ation gathered Su n d ay, Nov. 15, after ch u rch (and
breakfast). Trash was cleaned up, and the pre c i o u s
plants were dug up and potted. T h ey will be tra n splanted to an area in front of the church at a later
date. So phase one is com p l e t e, and St. T h om a s
C h u rch can now be seen from the road. Should
you be passing by, you are warmly welcome at 8
a.m. a ny Su n d ay. Fr. Thomas Kennedy is vicar.

Ministry Safe program to be offere d
A new pro g ram of sexual abuse aware n e s s
training is now being offered to all our con g re g ations. Ministry Safe has replaced the Safeguarding
God’s Childre n , which we have been using for
about five years. The new training will be con-

Around the Diocese
ducted on l i n e . G roup sessions can be arranged by
re q u e s t . Each con g re g a t i on will be enro lled and assigned its own account. There is an annual fee to
each parish and $5 per person completing the
course.
A special workshop to launch the pro g ram is
s cheduled for Saturd ay, March 6, at St. Peter & St.
Pa u l , Arlington. This will be an exc e llent opportunity to raise awareness on the ch u rch level. All
ch u rch leaders are encouraged to take advantage of
the special offe ri n g ; diocesan trainers are re q u i re d
to attend. There will be a charge of $7.50 per person to offset the cost of food and beve ra g e s .
For more about Ministry Safe, go to
www.ministrysafe . c om . Please call Janie Parrott at
817.244.2885 to initiate the enrollment pro c e s s .

A season for ordinations
Three new priests were ordained in late summer and early fall and have taken up curacies
a round the diocese. Pi c t u res from the ord i n a t i on
services are below. For more details, see the Canon’s Corner on page 6

Gracias! Zikomo! Orkun! Obrigado!
Do you recognize some of these ways to say
“thank yo u”? (answers below )

PathLight
Course

2 Sa muel 22:50 says, “I will praise
you, O Lo rd , among the nations: I
will sing praises to your name.”

Jan. 10 - Feb. 7, 2010

We say “thank yo u” to God by
6 to 8 p.m.
s p reading the Good News, by beMeets at the Diocesan
ing mission a ries. In January, the
Center for Ministry in
diocesan World Mission Com m i sFort Worth. $75 course
sion will offer a class designed to
fee includes dinner.
improve our mission a ry skills. The
PathLight Course introduces participants to cross-cultural mission . Guest presenters from around the nation will speak on
the historical, strategic, scriptural, and cultural
aspects of cross-cultural ministry. Participants
will acquire the skills and experience necessary
to establish and/or strengthen the local outreach and global mission pro g rams of their
con g re g a t i on, no matter its size.
Attendance is open to anyone – clergy, laity,
youth ministers, and mission or outre a ch leaders. Questions? Call 469.688.0964. Registration forms are online at fwworldmission.org.
Blessings,
Lollie Twyman, World Mission Chairman
Debbie Po p i e l a rc zyk, Mission Training Committee
The “thank yous” above are in Spanish, C h e ch ewa,
Cambodian, Po rtu g u e s e.

Ab o ve : Fr. Chri s t o p h er Gu ptill gives Bishop Ik er his
blessing immediately following the ordination service.
Fr. Micah Snell beams at
the congregation during the
recessional hymn.

Left: After re c e iving his
ve s t m e n t s , Fr. Jef f rey Stu b b s
p ronounces the peac e.
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The Canon’s Corner
By The Rev. Canon Charles A.
Hough III,
Canon to the Ordinary
On behalf of the diocesan staff
we send our warmest regards to
e a chof you in the diocese as we
keep a holy Ad vent season and celebrate the blessings
of Chri s t m a s .
At our diocesan conve n t i onon Nov. 7 at the Church
of St . Peter and St . Paul in Arlington, a historic event
t o ok place as the diocese admitted and re c e i ved five
n ew congregations into our diocesan family. Never before had there been so many new ch u rches at once,
nor had we ever re c e i ved ch u rches from outside Texas!
Our first new ch u rch is the mission of Christ the Redeemer, w h i chhas been founded by Fr. Christopher
Culpepper and a group of lay people from seve ra l
parishes. This “ch u rch plant” meets at the Lo ck h e e d
M a rtin Recre a t i on Center in Fo rt Worth. We also rec e i ved Fr. David Allen and the parish of St . Francis,
Dallas; and Fr. Dwight Du n ca n and the parish of St .
Matthias, also in Dallas. St. Gabriel’s Church in
Springdale, Ark., was re c e i ved as a mission station
with its rector, Fr. John Slavin. The Church of the
H o ly Sp i rit in Tulsa was added to our diocese as well.
The cl e r gy there are Fr. B riane Turl ey and Fr. Jason
Miller. E a ch of these congregations was present at
the conve n t i on with delegates, representatives, and
clergy. It was simply an ove rwhelming moment at
c onve n t i onand a history-making event for our
diocese.
K I NG
OF

GLORY

Just a few days later, on Nov. 10, Bishop Ik e r
met with representatives of a group of Ang l i cans from Waco and agreed to admit their
mission congregation to the diocese. T h ey
are to be ca lled King of Glory Church , and Fr.
Culpepper will oversee the development of that
m i s s i on station.

is the sixth new
congregation added
to the diocese
since All Saints’
Day.

In addition to this very positive new s , I am delighted
to re p o rt that the Rev. Ch a rles A. Hough IV (who
happens to be my son) was instituted as rector of St.
6
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Pa u l’s, Gainesville, on Sa t u rd ay, Nov. 28. Fr. Hough
had been serving as curate at St . Mark’s in Arlington.
On Sa t u rd ay, Dec. 5, the Bishop ordained to the permanent diaconate the Rev. Wi lliam Holder. Deacon
Holder has been assigned to be the deacon at Good
Sh e ph e rd, Wichita Falls, with Fr. Scott Wooten. We
h a ve also had three ordinations to the priesthood recently. Fr. Ch ri s t o pher Gu p ti ll, who now serves as
diocesan curate at Good Sh e pherd, Granbury, was ordained there on Aug. 29. Two weeks later, on Se p t .
12, Fr. M i cah Sn e ll was ordained at St . Mark’s, after
w h i ch he took up his curacy at St . Matthias. And on
Se p t . 26 Fr. Jeff Stu b b s was ordained at St . John’s,
Fort Worth, where he is diocesan curate.
In November Fr. Joshua Whitfield resigned as rector
at St . Gregory’s, Mansfield. Fr. Zeke Rogers has been
selected as the interim priest for that congregation.
And finally, the diocese will gre a t ly miss the Rev.
Canon Dr. John Heidt, who was Bishop Ik e r’s
Canon Theologian. Canon
Heidt died on Oct. 23. A
g l o rious Solemn Requiem
Mass was celebrated at St .
Vincent’s Cathedral on
Oct. 31, and the ch u rch was
f u ll of friends and colleagues who gathered to
p ray for the repose of the
Canon He i d t
soul of a truly great and dear
man. As Bishop Iker said so well in his serm on, a ll of
us are diminished at his passing. Yet we rejoice that
Canon Heidt has entered into the nearer presence and
glory of God. Please keep his widow, Ka t h e ri n e, their
son Fr. Michael Heidt, and all of the family in your
p rayers. His service and his family’s service to this
diocese and the wider Anglican Communion are quite
remarkable.

Sign up to re ce i ve the
e-Forwa rd, debuting in Le nt 2010!
Just send a message from your pre fe r red e-mail acco u nt
to fo rwa rd @ f we p i s co p a l. o rg.

“Let the little children come to Me.” Matt. 13:14

Scholarships help hard-pressed families
send children to camp
Editor’s No t e : Many churches and orga n i zations collect An gel Tree gifts in December so that ch i l d ren who
have a parent in jail will not be forgo t ten at Christmas. Over the past three ye a r s , Camp Crucis has
found scholarships to allow more than 100 An gel Tre e
ch i l d ren to spend a week at Summer Camp – an ex p erience few of them would otherwise have. Here is one
An gel Tree story. The two boys, Marcus and Daniel ,
a re 8 and 10. Their father was killed in jail; their
mother is serving 10 to 20 years for drug convictions.
St e ph a n i e,
I want to person a lly foll ow up with you about
M a rcus and Daniel. Everything went smoothly
once we were on the road down to Camp Crucis.
On Fri d ay, when we picked them up, I could tell
that they had had a fabulous time. Daniel has
opened up and been so demon s t rative – hugging
my legs and thanking me for getting him there.
Their whole family was waiting when Ed and I
b rought them back to the house Fri d ay eve n i n g.
Their grandmother didn't go either time, but that
turned out OK. The entire extended family was
there – no one had ever gone to ca m p, and the
b oys kept them entertained for hours, according to
Grandmother. I invited her to lunch last Fri d ay,
and she shared so mu ch with me about the mother of the boys and her incarcera t i on . I asked her if
she had read Outcry in the Barrio, the book about
drug addicts and the fabulous Victory Ou t re a ch
program which God has blessed here in Fo rt
Worth. They have opened a new house for men
not too far from the Grandmother's house. She
asked for the book in English and also in Spanish.
I then took Marcus to McDon a l d’s for ice cream,
but they were out of ice cre a m , and we started to
leave to go to another place when Marcus asked
me if he could go into the play yard for a few
minutes. I went in and sat at a booth behind a
grandmotherly wom a n , and we chatted about how

all ch i l d re n , no matter what age, seem to enjoy
other ch i l d re n . Her grandson was 7 but look e d
like he was 10. He came up to get a sip of his
drink, and Marcus said to him, "I know you." The
boy said, "I know you from Camp, but don't remember your name." They played for about 30
minutes and had so mu ch fun. I asked the other
boy’s grandmother if he lived with her, and she
said no. "As a matter of fact he is just here on this
side of town for the afternoon." What a "Godly
coincidence"!
We went back to the house, w h e re Marcus’ gra n dmother and I planned for her to attend the "Back
so School Extravaganza" in the park across the
s t reet on Saturd ay. When Ed and I arri ved as volunteers on Saturd ay, she had been in line since
6:30 a.m. She had stayed up late reading the book .
and she had it with her in line. She told me how
e xcited she was to know that there was Christian
help for drug addicts. Several people in line were
listening to her and wanted copies of the book. I
don't know how many books the Victory Outre a ch men brought or how many trips to the park
they made, but many books were distributed. The
grandmother wants to go see the houses and know
m o re about the local ministry. There is a luncheon
on the first T h u r s d ay of each mon t h , so she is
planning to go.
There are other coincidences, etc., which may deve l o p, but we want to thank you all from the bott om of our hearts for your generosity. I guess most
of us never get to know God's outreaches, but I
thought this would encourage your hearts.
-Rita Palm
R i ta Palm is a vo l u n te er mentor at a Fort Worth el e m e nta ry school where she has come to know Marcus over the
past two years. She and her husba n d, Ed, vo l u n te er reg u l a rly with Victory Outre ach and Tarra n t Ne t .
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Diocesan Calendar - advent/christmas 2009
Boldface type indicates Bishop Iker’s visitations • Unless otherwise indicated, all meetings are held at the Diocesan Center for Ministry

January
February

12/6

ST. JOHN’S, Brownwood

March

12/13

CHRIST THE REDEEMER, Fort Worth

April

12/14

1:30 p.m. Standing Committee

May

12/20

ST. JOHN THE DIVINE, Burkburnett, and ALL SAINTS’, Wichita Falls

12/24

Diocesan Offices close at Noon and reopen on Monday, Jan. 4, 2010

12/25

Christmas Day

12/27

Discretion

1/3

ST. THOMAS, Jacksboro, and TRINITY, Henrietta

1/4

Diocesan offices reopen

1/6

The Epiphany

1/10

ST. STEPHEN’S, Hurst

June
July
August
September
October
November
December
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