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e Collect

e Collect

Traditional

Traditional

Almighty God, who by the hand of Mark the evangelist hast given to thy Church
the Gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God: We thank thee for this witness, and pray
that we may be ﬁrmly grounded in its truth; through the same Jesus Christ our
Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.
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Contemporary

Contemporary

Almighty God, by the hand of Mark the evangelist you have given to your Church
the Gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God: We thank you for this witness, and pray
that we may be ﬁrmly grounded in its truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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e Old Testament Lesson

e Old Testament Lesson

Isaiah 52:7-10

Isaiah 52:7-10

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good tidings, who
publishes peace, who brings good tidings of good, who publishes salvation, who says
to Zion, “Your God reigns.” Hark, your watchmen lift up their voice, together they
sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break forth
together into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his
people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. e Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes
of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
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Psalm 2:7-10
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Let me announce the decree of the Lord: *
he said to me, “You are my Son;
this day have I begotten you.
8 Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for
your inheritance *
and the ends of the earth for your possession.
9 You shall crush them with an iron rod *
and shatter them like a piece of pottery.”
10 And now, you kings, be wise; *
be warned, you rulers of the earth.
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Ephesians 4:7-8, 11-16

Ephesians 4:7-8, 11-16

But grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.
erefore it is said, “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he
gave gifts to men.” And his gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ; so that we may no longer be
children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the
cunning of men, by their craftiness in deceitful wiles. rather, speaking the truth in
love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from
whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every joint with which it is
supplied, when each part is working properly, makes bodily growth and upbuilds
itself in love.
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e beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in
Isaiah the prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, who shall
prepare thy way; the voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight.” John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness,
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And there went out
to him all the country of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed
with camel’s hair, and had a leather girdle around his waist, and ate locusts and
wild honey. And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I,
the thong of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” In those
days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opened
and the Spirit descending upon him like a dove; and a voice came from heaven,
“ou art my beloved Son; with thee I am well pleased.” e Spirit immediately
drove him out into the wilderness. And he was in the wilderness forty days,
tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered to
him. Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of
God, and saying, “e time is fulﬁlled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent,
and believe in the gospel.”
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