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e Collect
Traditional
o God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have
gone astray from thy ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and
steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of thy Word,
Jesus Christ thy Son; who with thee and the Holy Spirit liveth and reigneth,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Contemporary
o God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have
gone astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and
steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word,
Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

e Old Testament Lesson
Genesis 12:1-8
Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred
and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. And I will make
of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so
that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who
curses you I will curse; and by you all the families of the earth shall bless
themselves.” So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went
with him. Abram was seventy-ﬁve years old when he departed from
Haran. And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all
their possessions which they had gathered, and the persons that they had
gotten in Haran; and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. When
they had come to the land of Canaan, Abram passed through the land to
the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites
were in the land. en the Lord appeared to Abram, and said, “To your
descendants I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the Lord,
who had appeared to him. ence he removed to the mountain on the east
of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east;
and there he built an altar to the Lord and called on the name of the
Lord.

Psalm 33:12-22
12

Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord! *
happy the people he has chosen to be his own!
13 e Lord looks down from heaven, *
and beholds all the people in the world.
14 From where he sits enthroned he turns his gaze *
on all who dwell on the earth.
15 He fashions all the hearts of them *
and understands all their works.
16 ere is no king that can be saved by a mighty army;
a strong man is not delivered by his great strength.
17 e horse is a vain hope for deliverance; *
for all its strength it cannot save.
18 Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon those who fear him, *
on those who wait upon his love,
19 To pluck their lives from death, *
and to feed them in time of famine.
20 our soul waits for the Lord; *
he is our help and our shield.
21 Indeed, our heart rejoices in him, *
for in his holy Name we put our trust.
22 Let your loving-kindness, o Lord, be upon us, *
as we have put our trust in you.

e epistle
Romans 4:1-17
What then shall we say about Abraham, our forefather according to the ﬂesh?
For if Abraham was justiﬁed by works, he has something to boast about, but not
before God. For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was
reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now to one who works, his wages are not
reckoned as a gift but as his due. And to one who does not work but trusts him
who justiﬁes the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness. So also david
pronounces a blessing upon the man to whom God reckons righteousness apart
from works: “Blessed are those whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are
covered; blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not reckon his sin.” Is this
blessing pronounced only upon the circumcised, or also upon the uncircumcised?
We say that faith was reckoned to Abraham as righteousness. How then was it
reckoned to him? Was it before or after he had been circumcised? It was not

after, but before he was circumcised. He received circumcision as a sign or seal of
the righteousness which he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. e
purpose was to make him the father of all who believe without being circumcised
and who thus have righteousness reckoned to them, and likewise the father of the
circumcised who are not merely circumcised but also follow the example of the
faith which our father Abraham had before he was circumcised. e promise to
Abraham and his descendants, that they should inherit the world, did not come
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of
the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law
brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression. at is why it
depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed
to all his descendants – not only to the adherents of the law but also to those
who share the faith of Abraham, for he is the father of us all, as it is written, “I
have made you the father of many nations” – in the presence of the God in whom
he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do
not exist.

e Gospel
John 3:1-17
Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.
is man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do, unless God is
with him.” Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born anew,
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be
born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be
born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. at which is born of the ﬂesh is
ﬂesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. do not marvel that I said to
you, ‘You must be born anew.’ e wind blows where it wills, and you hear the
sound of it, but you do not know whence it comes or whither it goes; so it is with
every one who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can this be?”
Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand
this? Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to
what we have seen; but you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you
earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly
things? No one has ascended into heaven but he who descended from heaven, the
Son of man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.” For
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life. For God sent the Son into the world, not
to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him.

