THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
April 18, 2021

The Collect
Traditional
O God, whose blessed Son did manifest himself to his disciples in the
breaking of bread: Open, we pray thee, the eyes of our faith, that we may
behold him in all his redeeming work; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Contemporary
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the
breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all
his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The First Lesson
Acts 4:5-12
On the [morning of the day after Peter and John healed the man lame
from birth, the] rulers and elders and scribes were gathered together in
Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and
Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. And when they
had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name
did you do this?” Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them,
“Rulers of the people and elders, if we are being examined today
concerning a good deed done to a cripple, by what means this man has
been healed, be it known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God
raised from the dead, by him this man is standing before you well. This is
the stone which was rejected by you builders, but which has become the
head of the corner. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no
other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

Psalm 98:1-5

The Gospel

1

Sing to the LORD a new song, *
for he has done marvelous things.
2 With his right hand and his holy arm *
has he won for himself the victory.
3 The LORD has made known his victory; *
his righteousness has he openly shown in
the sight of the nations.
4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to
the house of Israel, *
and all the ends of the earth have seen the
victory of our God.
5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; *
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

The Epistle
1 John 1:1-2:2
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen
with our eyes, which we have looked upon and touched with our hands,
concerning the word of life—the life was made manifest, and we saw it, and
testify to it, and proclaim to you the eternal life which was with the Father and
was made manifest to us—that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also
to you, so that you may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is with the
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. And we are writing this that our joy may
be complete. This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you,
that God is light and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship
with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not live according to the truth;
but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have
no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word
is not in us. My little children, I am writing this to you so that you may not sin;
but if any one does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous; and he is the expiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for
the sins of the whole world.

Luke 24:36b-48
[While the disciples were telling how they had seen Jesus risen from the dead,]
Jesus himself stood among them. But they were startled and frightened, and
supposed that they saw a spirit. And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and
why do questionings rise in your hearts? See my hands and my feet, that it is I
myself; handle me, and see; for a spirit has not flesh and bones as you see that I
have.” And while they still disbelieved for joy, and wondered, he said to them,
“Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he
took it and ate before them. Then he said to them, “These are my words which I
spoke to you, while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the
law of Moses and the prophets and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened
their minds to understand the scriptures, and said to them, “Thus it is written,
that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins should be preached in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.”

