
Fort Worth has been selected as the host city
for the International Catholic Congress of
Anglicans, to be held during the week of  July
13. Workshops, a banquet, and other sessions
will be held at the Hilton Hotel downtown.

Daily Eucharists and three
Evensong services will take
place at St. Andrew’s Church,
just two blocks away.

The Congress provides a spe-
cial opportunity to hear some

of  the top leaders among catholic-minded
Anglicans and to spend time with clergy and
lay leaders who are contending for the his-
toric faith.

Forward in Faith/North America is coordi-
nating the event with support from our dio-
cese and the Diocese of  Quincy, the Diocese
of  Mid-America (REC), the ACNA, and sev-
eral Anglican provinces around the world.
Lodging at the Hilton is available at a special
rate between Monday, July 13, and Friday,
July 17. Care for children under 8 will be of-
fered at St. Andrew’s. 

Several local choirs will participate in the

Evensong services, including members of  St.
Mark’s Church in Arlington, St. Vincent’s
Cathedral, and the Anglican Way Chorus.

Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali will lead daily
Bible study from the letter to the Colossians.
Other speakers include author and biblical
scholar Dr. Edith Humphrey, Archbishop
Valentino Mokiwa of  Tanzania, Archbishop
Stephen Than Myint Oo of  Myanmar (Bur-
ma), Fr. Chad Hatfield of  St. Vladimir’s Or-
thodox Seminary, Bishop Alberto Morales
(Diocese of  Quincy), Georgette Forney of
Anglicans for Life, and Bishop Keith Acker-
man. Preachers and celebrants for the daily
worship services include Archbishop Foley
Beach, Bishop Ray Sutton, and Bishop
Fanuel Magangani. Thursday night’s banquet
speaker will be Alice C. Linsley (see page 7).

Among the topics to be explored in work-
shops and keynote addresses are: church uni-
ty, historical church councils, sacred music,
faith in the midst of  suffering, 21st-century
challenges to the faith, church planting, end-
of-life medical decisions, and a variety of  ap-
proaches to the Great Commission. Partici-

Eastertide 2015

One Church, One Faith, One Lord

Catholic Congress of Anglicans
comes to Fort Worth in July

continued on page 7

Pictured l-r: Edith
Humphreys, Bishop
Michael Nazir-Ali,
Bishop Keith Acker-
man, Archbishop
Foley Beach, Arch-
bishop Valentine
Mokiwa.



As April ends, I am completing my 22nd
year as your bishop. And I am deeply grate-
ful to the Standing Committee for agreeing
to provide me with a three-month sabbati-
cal this summer.

I am now completing my plans for a well-
balanced time away, for study, reading, rest
and reflection. Thanks to the assistance of
Bishop Wantland and Bishop Ackerman in
my visitation schedule, only a handful of
some of  our smaller missions will not re-
ceive an episcopal visitation next year. In
his role as assisting Bishop in the Diocese,
Bishop Wantland will be in the Diocese for
a visitation once a month during my ab-
sence and will be available by appointment
as needed. In addition, our Dean Emeritus,
Fr. Bill Crary, will be in the diocesan of-
fices each Wednesday beginning June 3 to
say mass at 10 a.m., to meet with the staff,

and for consultation with others on my be-
half, as may be needed. 

I am confident that our dedicated and expe-
rienced diocesan staff  will see that things
continue to go smoothly, as they always do,
whenever I am away. It goes without saying
that I will be available in the event of  any
emergency that may arise, and thanks to
the marvels of  iPhone technology, I will
never be more than a text message or
phone call away.

My regular duties will resume in Septem-
ber. I wish you all a restful and rejuvenat-
ing summer!
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From the Bishop

Sabbatical time
this summer

by the Rt. Rev. Jack L. Iker, Bishop of Fort Worth

The diocesan clergy gathered at St. Vincent’s Cathedral on the Tuesday in Holy Week to renew their ordina-
tion vows and celebrate the Holy Eucharist with Bishop Iker. The annual service was highlighted this year by
the cathedral school’s St. Cecilia’s Choir, which sang “The Prayer of St. Patrick” for the anthem.



March for Life events occur annually around Janu-
ary 22, the anniversary of  the U.S. Supreme
Court’s Roe v. Wade decision, which made abor-
tion legal in the U.S. Members of  the diocese at-
tended the Dallas Rally and March for Life on
Jan. 17, after starting the day with Eucharist at
St. Francis Anglican Church. 

Days later, Joseph Francis III, a member of  St. Pe-
ter & St. Paul in Arlington, attended the national
March for Life in Washington, D.C. Here are his
reflections on that event:

I was overjoyed at the opportunity to go to
the 2015 March for Life. The trip was spon-
sored by Texas Right to Life’s Dr. Joseph
Graham Fellowship for College Pro-Life
Leaders. 

I joined roughly 600,000 people on the Wash-
ington Mall, including large numbers of  high
school and college students from across the
country, to stand up for the most fundamen-
tal right – the right to exist. We were Chris-
tians (Roman Catholic, Orthodox, Anglican,
Protestant), Muslims, Jews, Atheists, Agnos-
tics, Republicans, Democrats – all of  us unit-
ed by this one cause which transcends all reli-

gious, political, and social barriers. 

Also at the march was a delegation from An-
glicans for Life, among them a dozen ACNA
bishops, including Archbishop Foley Beach.
We are fortunate to have
such godly and life-affirm-
ing bishops! It was incredi-
ble to see so many people
united for the single pur-
pose of  ending abortion in
our nation in our lifetime. 

I am more convinced than
ever that the Pro-Life
Movement will inevitably
succeed in changing the cul-
ture to one which promotes life, because we
are on the side of  truth, love, and hope. An-
glicans across the ACNA and in our very
own diocese are doing great work in the Pro-
Life movement, and I encourage you to get
more involved at your own parish and in your
community!
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Pro-Life Anglicans took part 
in January’s March for Life events

Joseph with Archbishop Beach

Joseph Francis III graduated from Texas A&M Universi-
ty in December and plans to enroll at Nashotah House
Seminary in the fall.

Keeping the faith at 101
Carl Loock hasn’t been a member of  St. Anne’s Church in Fort Worth all
his life – after all, St. Anne’s wasn’t even founded till he was 34! But,
having celebrated his 101st birthday on April 18, he does continue to re-
ceive Communion at home and chat with his rector, Fr. Roger Grist,
about religion.

A coach of  swimming and diving in South Dakota, Carl moved to Col-
orado in 1941, married his wife, Edith, and worked as a process engineer
at an ordnance plant. In 1942 and ’43 he won successive AAU spring-
board diving championships. The couple relocated to Fort Worth, where
Carl worked at General Dynamics till his retirement in 1979. Each of

their three children was a noted competitive diver, and granddaughter Emma won the NCAA
Championship in 2008, the same year Carl was inducted into the Texas Swimming and Diving
Hall of  Fame. He was named “The Pioneer of  Texas Diving.”



St. Michael’s Conference 2015
St. Michael's Conference Southwest is a sev-

en-day conference where an intentional

and lively community of  prayer, support,

and education helps to form young

Christians to be witnesses to the world of

the saving power of  Jesus Christ. The in-

tention is not to do a “new thing,” but to

faithfully hand on what has been given to

us – the Anglican expression of  the

catholic Faith. 

This year’s conference will be held

June 7-13 at Camp Crucis. All youth be-

tween the ages of  12 and 19 are highly encour-

aged to attend. See stmichaelsw.org or contact

Joseph (Joey) Francis at texaspiper93@att.net

for more information.

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 10
Again this year the World Mission Commit-

tee and Diocesan Churchwomen are sponsoring

the Mother’s Day program to benefit La Gran
Familia children’s homes in Cuauhtemoc, Mexi-

co. Your congregation’s representative will pro-

vide donation envelopes with an area for your

dedication to a woman who has made a differ-

ence in your life. Attractive presentation cards

are also available, to pop in the mail or include

with a bunch of  flowers for Mom. This year’s

donations will help pay off  the mortgage on a
new building that includes dorm rooms, an in-

firmary, classrooms and library. 

Prayer for the Persecuted Church
An intercessory prayer group devoted to the

Persecuted Church is forming, hosted by the
Church of  the Holy Apostles in Fort Worth.  

It is estimated that three-quarters of  the
world today is under some sort of  religious per-
secution. The group’s mission is to spread infor-
mation and pray, not just for the persecuted
Christians around the world, but for others who
do not have religious freedoms we enjoy. 

If  you are interested, please contact Peggy
Bruce at walterpeg@aol.com. The organizing

team wants your suggestions on when and how
to meet and communicate between meetings.
Among the resources being drafted is a litany,
which will be made widely available when it is
finished. The organizers have additional materi-
als and ideas for anyone praying over these is-
sues at home. 

This need is so heartbreaking and desperate
that it can't be ignored. Prayer is one way to
witness to and share our faith and hold up these
persecuted people to be strengthened by God.
As Christians, we are involved in a Holy War,
and the battle is not ours, but God's.

St. Leo’s Chapel
The aumbry in St. Leo’s

Chapel at the Diocesan Cen-
ter for Ministry was given a
face lift recently by Fr. Timo-
thy Mat kin, who painted the
chalice and host. Fr. Matkin,
who is the vicar of  three

churches in the
Southern Deanery, is
a gifted artist and
maker of  vestments.
Located near the
chapel windows, the
now-golden chalice
has a soft glow. Close
by the aumbry (a wall
cabinet for the re-
served host), a 
votive candle stand
honoring the memory
of  Bishop Clarence

Pope has been installed as an invitation to prayer.

Golf tournament
It’s time to play a round for the kids! Regis-

tration is open for the 15th Annual Bishop Iker
Challenge, to be held Friday, June 5, at the
Squaw Valley Golf  Courses in Glen Rose. It’s a
great day of  fellowship, and all proceeds benefit
Camp Crucis. Put together a foursome at
church, or sign up on your own and meet new
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Around the Diocese





Second only to a love of  the living Word, our
diocese is characterized by a love of  history
and tradition. Like old oaks, 15 of  our
congregations put down roots more than 100
years ago, and several more will reach the
century mark by 2020. Every decade has seen
growth, including the last. Seven of  our
congregations have been planted since the year
2000 and are “leafing out.”

The history of  the Diocese is being made every
day. Today’s new rector is tomorrow’s beloved
father in God. An outreach project will
become a tradition and change the community.
The memorial gift of  a chalice and paten
becomes more precious with the patina of
many years’ use. A Faith Alive weekend,
Youth Rally, or Cursillo will put someone on
the path to eternity. And somewhere, a green
curate has the makings of  a bishop!

Church records are valued for many purposes.
For much of  American history, a baptismal
record has been as good as a birth certificate.
You might be able to determine when your
grandparents moved to a new town by
reviewing parish newsletters or pledge records.

History can inspire, inform, encourage, and
even chasten us. Now is the time to record it,
out of  love for the saints who are yet to come.

My hope is that every congregation will begin
or continue keeping such a record, going
beyond the essential register of  baptisms,
marriages, and deaths. 

If  your congregation does not already routinely
archive its newsletters, vestry minutes, and
church bulletins, please start now. Do you have
a photo of  every member of  clergy who has
served your congregation? How about vestry
members? If  you have a computerized database
to archive member information, be sure it is
maintained and as complete as possible. 

Your archive should include images and
recordings from special milestone events.
(Don’t forget to make notes that will identify
the date and the people involved!) Photos,
blueprints, sermons, newspaper articles,
directories, palm crosses, receipts (!), and other
items, maintained securely, will enrich
posterity. And how about a time capsule?

If  you have ever used your phone’s camera as a
note-taking device, you know it’s a quick and
accurate way of  remembering. Why not apply
this idea to church preservation? Begin
scanning important church documents and
records – and even printed photographs – for
storage on disk, hard drive, server, or in “the
cloud.” While the loss of  paper documents
through fire or storm would be distressing, it
would be far worse to have no record that they
existed at all! In preservation, redundancy is a
good thing.

In the midst of  an ever-busy and unsettled
present, let us remember the future Church by
preserving a record of  all that we have received
from God’s gracious hand. There’s no time like
the present!

Forward In Mission – Eastertide 20156

Keep history. Enrich posterity.

Parish records light a path
for the future 
by Suzanne Gill, Historiographer of  the Diocese

Does your church have a
record of all memorial

gifts? This clerestory
window depicting Christ

on the Cross was in-
stalled during Lent at

the Church of the Holy
Apostles in Fort Worth. 






